


Did You Know?

Pew Research Center, 2015



Purpose

Grants distributed by the Mustard Seed Fund are intended to 
test and scale promising new ministries and programs that 
inspire and motivate a new generation of Orthodox faithful to 
the Church. 

To support its objectives and development, the Metropolis of 
Chicago has seeded the new fund with an initial distribution of 
$25,000.



Goals of the Mustard Seed Fund

Develop sustainable growth of parishes within the 
Metropolis of Chicago with an eye towards nurturing the 
growth of Orthodox faithful in the Midwest.

Develop

Advance Metropolis of Chicago strategic plan priorities at 
the parish-level to build the future of the Church in the 
Midwest.

Advance

Empower clergy and laity so that your parish will flourish in 
the community it serves. Empower



Impact Areas
Evangelism: Sharing the Good News of 
Christ to offer greater meaning and purpose 
to all people. 
 
Welcoming: Fostering a Christ-centered 
friendship among believers, seekers, and 
visitors in our parishes. 

Outreach: Offering compassionate service, 
inspired by Christ's love, to those in our 
surrounding communities. 



Process

Open to all clergy and laity
1. Identify impact area
2. Develop and submit proposal 

of expansion or development 
of new initiative/program

3. Metropolis will review 
applications and award 
grants in first quarter of 
2022.



Examples 
of 
Existing 
Ministries 

Orthodoxy 101  | Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church, Decatur, IL | Fr. David 
Eynon
• Ministry dedicated to teaching new people 

about the basic tenets, teachings, and 
traditions of the Orthodox faith. 

• Orthodoxy 101 was created during the 
pandemic, and it allowed individuals to ask 
questions and created a self-directed 
atmosphere. 



Examples 
of 
Existing 
Ministries Philoxenia Charities | Rochester, MN | John 

Maragos
• Former Church ministry that became its own 

501(c)3
• Philoxenia Charities provides free housing to 

individuals visiting the nearby Mayo Clinic for 
healthcare purposes. 



Examples 
of 
Existing 
Ministries

Outreach Ministry | Assumption Greek 
Orthodox Church, Chicago, IL | Christina 
Arvanites

• Outreach Ministry engages in multiple forms of 
community outreach and service, particularly in the 
Austin neighborhood of Chicago.  

• The ministry’s many forms of community service 
include

• food drives
• clothing and toy drives for needy children
• Thanksgiving packages for needy families  



How to 
Start…
• What do Evangelism, 

Welcoming and Outreach mean 
to you?

• What ministries are missing 
from your Parish? Which 
Stewards are being left out or 
behind? What ministries could 
use a refresh or an extension? 



How to Start…

• Brainstorm your unique capabilities and the community’s needs.

• Research what other parishes have done then customize for your 
community.

• Talk to other parishioners and your parish priest about possibilities.

• Draft what the new or developed ministry/initiative might include.



Where to Apply…

• Applications can be submitted through the Metropolis website.

• The application process will open NEXT WEEK!



How to 
Donate

https://www.chicago.goarch.org/ways-to-gi
ve



mustardseed@chicagometropolis.org


