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Sowing seeds, bearing fruit: Metropolis of Chicago
highlights first year of progress toward a more vibrant
Church in 2024 Annual Impact Report

Lombard, IL, June 18, 2025 — The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago today released its 2024
Annual Impact Report, marking the first full year of progress under its ambitious 5-Year Vision to
cultivate a thriving, Christ-centered Church.

Unveiled in late 2023 by His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael, the 5-Year Vision outlines a
comprehensive roadmap to deepen sacramental life, expand ministries, grow Church membership, and
equip clergy and parishes for sustainable growth.

“This past year has shown what's possible when faithful hearts and willing hands come together in
Christ,” said Metropolitan Nathanael. “Our 5-Year Vision is more than a future destination—it is a shared
commitment to heal, serve, and transform our neighbor. By deepening sacramental life, investing in our
ministries, and welcoming new faithful, we are sowing seeds that will bear fruit for generations to come.”

Rooted in Christ’s exhortation to “bear much fruit” (John 15:5), the 2024 annual report reflects
achievements across the 58 parishes and two monastic communities in the Metropolis’ six-state region.
Guided by five strategic priorities—Clergy, Parishes, Philanthropy, Engagement, and Growth—the
Metropolis and its parishes made significant strides in service to both the Church and broader society.

2024 HIGHLIGHTS

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE:

Clergy Development: The Clergy Leadership Accelerator launched with 14 Chicago Metropolis clergy
participants, providing coaching, retreats, and mentorship. Simultaneously, 12 priests enrolled in the new
Clergy Wellness Program, designed to support their spiritual, mental, and emotional well-being. These
initiatives reflect a renewed commitment to clergy health and development.
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NURTURING THE FAITH OF OUR YOUTH

Parish Engagement & Youth Ministry: Signature youth ministries, including Fanari Camp and the YAL
Chicago Conference, continued to nurture faith from childhood to young adulthood. The Lighthouse
Program, serving graduating high school seniors, released its first-ever documentary and expanded its
reach, supported by Leadership 100 and Hellenic Foundation grants. During Memorial Day weekend,
the Metropolis of Chicago hosted its 43rd Annual Junior Olympics, which welcomed more than 1,300
young athletes and over 2,500 spectators from six states and more than 35 parishes. This event
celebrated Christian fellowship and competition, all made possible by the generous support of Grand
Sponsors Pete’s Fresh Market and Grecian Delight | Kronos, along with various other supporters of

the Metropolis.
LEARN MORE

GROWING STRONGER, TOGETHER IN CHRI

Parish Support & Innovation: The Metropolis launched a first-of-its-kind, automated digital registry,
streamlining ecclesiastical recordkeeping and allowing clergy to focus more on pastoral care and less on
administration. Mustard Seed Fund grants supported grassroots parish initiatives, including the Theology
& Culture Lecture Series at the All Saints Church in Peoria, lllinois. Such programs show how parishes
are growing through evangelism and outreach.

LEARN MORE
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EXPANDING OUR PHILANTHROPIC IMPAC

Philanthropic Outreach: Through a collaboration between Philoptochos, Project HOPE, and the Hellenic
Foundation, the Metropolis distributed 1.3 million meals to Chicago’s hungry and homeless. Moreover,
Philoptochos offered over $450,000 in hunger relief, donated 10,000 clothing items for veterans, and
supported pediatric patients with 180 blankets.

LEARN MORE

UNDERSTANDING OUR
AND HEALTH

Sacramental Growth: The Metropolis celebrated a remarkable year of sacramental renewal. We
celebrated 310 weddings, signaling a return to pre-pandemic vitality, and 773 baptisms (+9.5% vs.
2023). A growing interest in the Orthodox Christian faith yielded a 70% increase in adult

baptisms and 162 chrismations—the highest since 2009.

Financial Stewardship: The Metropolis secured a clean audit for the fifth consecutive year, grew

the Burton Place funds by $140,000 to $3.25 million, and exceeded fundraising goals with $1.1 million
in gifts. A 6.5% year-end deficit, driven by strategic investments, reflects the Metropolis’ desire to make
targeted investments for long-term growth.

“While there is much more to do, the annual report reflects the significant progress we've made in the first
year of implementing our 5-Year Vision. We remain humbled by God'’s continued grace and guidance,
inspired by the deep devotion of our community, and committed to building a vibrant, growing Church — a
Church that nurtures faith in Christ today and for generations to come.”

LEARN MORE
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LOOKING AHEAD: A VISION FOR A
VIBRANT CHURCH

PLANTING OUR 5-YEAR VISION:

Since its introduction at the 2023 Clergy-Laity Assembly, the 5-Year Vision has begun to bear tangible
fruit across the Metropolis. By 2028, the Vision aims to:

Equip 50 clergy through wellness and leadership programs.

Award 50 parish Mustard Seed grants and host 30 stewardship workshops.

Serve 18 million meals, offer 180,000 nights of shelter, and distribute 700,000 care kits.
Welcome 1,400 new Church members annually and engage 50,000 people in ministries.
Eliminate $15 million in Metropolis-wide parish debt and fully fund Metropolis operations through
annual giving.

In 2025, the Metropolis and its parishes will continue to build momentum with plans to launch debt
elimination grants, provide access to catechism tools and resources, and expand the religious literacy

and training of our Parish Councils.
LEARN MORE
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